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really m order that he might sell me for a handsome sum when
he got there. Full of suspicions but having no choice I followed
him on board. With a good stiffbreeze from the north the ship
took the central route and ran down the lee side of Crete. But
Zeus had their end in store for them. When we had put Crete
astern and no other land, nor anything but sky and water, was
to be seen, he brought a dark cloud to rest above the ship. The
sea below it was blackened. Zeus thundered and in the same mo-
ment struck the vessel by lightning. The whole ship reeled to
the blow of his bolt and was filled with sulphur. The men were
all flung overboard and tossed round the black hull like sea-
crows on the waves. There was no home-coming for them - the
god saw to that. But in this hour of my affliction Zeus himself
brought into my arms the great mast of the blue-prowed ship,
so that I might even yet escape the worst. I coiled myself round
it and became the sport of the accursed winds. For nine days I
drifted, and on the tenth night, in pitch darkness, a great roller
washed me up on the coast of Thesprotia, where my lord
Phetdon, King of the Thesprotians, gave me free hospitality.
His own son found me fainting from exposure and exhaustion,
lent me a hand to help me up, and took me home with him
to his father^ palace, where he gave me a cloak and tunic to
put on.
'it was there that I heard of Odysseus. The king told me that
he had entertained and befriended him on his homeward way
and showed me what a fortune in copper, gold, and wrought
iron Odysseus had amassed. Why, the amount of treasure stored
up for him there in the king^s house would keep a man and his
heirs to the tenth generation! He added that Odysseus had gone
to Dodona to leam the will of Zeus from the great oak-tree that
is sacred to the god, and to discover how he ought to approach
his own rich island oflthaca after so long an absence, whether
to return openly or in disguise. Moreover, he swore in my pre-
sence over a drink-offering in his own house that a ship was
waiting on the beach with a crew standing by to convey Odys-
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